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Fundraising
Fun in 2015!

In a world which at present seems
to be full of fear and despair,

Many people have taken part in
various fund raising activities this
year. Our thanks to all those involved:

Medcare brings a message
of HOPE this Christmas time

Isaac and Olivia walked 96
miles to raise money for walkers
to help disabled Ugandan children
become more mobile.
MAG grads
took
part
in
Tough Mudder to
support the work
of Medcare in
Uganda.

Members of the Airbus
Facilities Management &
Real Estate team undertook
the Zip World challenge in Snowdonia.

For the past 8 years the Wellspring
Children’s Medical Centre has brought
HOPE into the lives of thousands of
Ugandan children. HOPE through the
love and concern shown towards those
disadvantaged and neglected; HOPE
through the care provided for the sick
and disabled; HOPE through seeing
lives saved and transformed. Every year
since the opening of the medical centre
Medcare has seen miraculous changes
in the lives of many suffering children
and 2015 has been no exception. As
this NEWS OF HOPE spreads through
the villages more and more parents and
guardians are bringing desperately sick
children for help. Children with no hope
have been given a lifeline to a better,
healthier future.
This
Christmas
Medcare
would
particularly like to thank Wellspring’s
dedicated staff who have enabled this
message of hope through their hard
work and compassion for all the children
under their care.
Our goal is to bring hope into the lives of
thousands more children each year. We
sincerely thank our many supporters for

all your contributions over the past 12
months which are assisting us in fulfilling
this goal.
I pray that the stories of hope presented
in this newsletter will fill your hearts with
hope and joy this Christmas time.

Pauline Hutchinson
Chairman of Medcare

If you wish to sponsor the work of the
Wellspring Children’s Medical Centre please visit:

www.medcare.org.uk

or email info.medcare@icloud.com

Children are coming for
urgent assistance daily.

- Together we can make a difference

Johnson’s Story

Young children and parents had a fun

North Wales at the
baby +. toddler group
Duck Race
time in

baby + toddler group

King’s Tiddlers raised money
through their table top sale.

2 wonderful events at Eaton Park
took place with the permission
of the Duke and Duchess of
Westminster.
A Christmas Fayre was held
in December at Deva Evangelical
Church in Prestatyn.

The proceeds from all
these events have been
sent to Uganda to directly
support the needy
children cared for by the
Wellspring Children’s
Medical Centre.

Johnson is a 2 year old Ugandan child who lives
with his parents in extreme poverty in Masaka,
Uganda. He is an only child. His father is a part
time car mechanic earning less than 70p a day.
When born it was discovered that Johnson had a
serious heart defect. Further investigations showed
that he was suffering from Fallot’s Tetralogy, a very
serious and complicated condition involving 4 defects
in the heart. For 18 months Johnson’s parents took
him to the Ugandan Heart Institute in Kampala to try
to get help for their son. Eventually they were told
that there was nothing more that could be done for
him in Uganda - at that time they had used up all
their life’s savings. Having heard that Wellspring was
a place where children’s lives are saved, Johnson’s
mother came to the clinic - a last resort for her son.
Wellspring confirmed that there was no surgery
available for this little boy in Uganda and began
to look elsewhere, considering, if possible, taking
him to another country for help. After 3 months of
searching Morning Star, a US worldwide charity,
suggested that we try to take him to Bangalore,
India, for the surgery Johnson needs.
The referral hospital in Nayarama Health City is
a world renowned cardiac centre with extensive
paediatric intensive care, an ideal place for Johnson
to undergo this risky, but potentially life saving,
surgery. However, the cost of such a referral is
£8-10,000. A huge amount of money to find for
one child.
Medcare believes that every child is special and unique and that no task is too great
or price too high to save the life of a child. And so the decision was made to put out
an appeal for Johnson’s life. So far £6,440 has been raised and Medcare has decided
to begin the referral process in the hope that the final funds will eventually be found.
This decision was made in the light of Johnson’s deteriorating condition - his life is at
risk. If he is fit to fly it is hoped he will travel to Uganda before the end of December.
Further updates on this little boy’s progress will be put on the
Medcare Facebook page and Medcare website.

If you would like to support
Medcare through a fund raising
event please contact the Medcare
office on telephone
01928 739214 or email

info.medcare@icloud.com

- Transform a life today

Papal visit for Mahad
Mahad, one of our children sponsored through
COIN, was chosen to meet the Pope on his visit
to Uganda in November. He was one of 20 youths
chosen from TASO for this honour. TASO is a Ugandan
AIDS agency who work closely with children and
young people suffering from AIDS. Mahad has been
attending clinics at TASO for a number of years and
presently mentors other young AIDS sufferers.

visit www.medcare.org.uk

Before and After...
Rashid

Noeline’s
Home Project

is a 6 year old boy living
with his grandmother. He was born with
multiple congenital contractures in all
joints and a severe curvature of the spine.
At the age of 5 years he was only able to
crawl. Following intensive physiotherapy
and sponsorship through MDI he has
become increasingly mobile and can now
walk with a specially adapted walking aid.

Rashid - Before

Medcare continues to plan for the
building of the new orphanage for
disabled children, to be named
Noeline’s Home. Thanks to the
fund raising activities of the Airbus
Facilities Management and Real Estate
team and MAG graduates £7,554 has
been raised so far. This will enable
Medcare to purchase suitable land
in March 2016. 3 separate pieces of
land will be inspected during the
March team visit and all appropriate
documents signed by the Chair and
Treasurer to enable purchase. Fund
raising continues into 2016. New
estimates will be sought but it is
estimated that a further £50,000 will
be required to complete this project.
Fund raising initiatives for this project
are being considered.

Maria - Before
Rashid - After

Maria

was found, at the age of 2
years, by a village woman, sleeping
under a tree with her mother. Her
mother has severe psychiatric problems
and was unable to earn money to
feed her baby. When found Maria was
seriously malnourished, suffering from
Kwashiorkor, was very small for her
age and unable to walk or crawl. She
looked very miserable and never smiled.
Sponsorship through COIN has gradually
changed this little girl’s life. She now
lives with the woman who found her
and is growing and starting to reach her
childhood milestones. She can now walk
and run and is well nourished. She still
tends to look ‘grumpy’ but is content!

Maria - After

Esther

was brought to Wellspring
aged 2 years. She suffers from bilateral
femoral bone dysplasia which has
prevented her from walking and
developing normally. In September she
underwent surgery in Kampala to correct
this deformity. She now walks with the aid
of a walker and can bear weight on her legs
unsupported for a short time. She continues
to attend physiotherapy at Wellspring and
is expected to make a full recovery.

Make the difference
If you would like to organise
a fundraising event to assist
Medcare in their services to
underprivileged, sick Ugandan
children please call Jacqueline in
the Medcare office on
01928 739214 or email
info.medcare@icloud.com

Esther - After

- Transform a life today

Esther - Before
visit www.medcare.org.uk

Emmanuel’s Story
“Poverty and disease are related. If they were humans, I would call them identical twin
brothers. A lot of children suffer from manageable diseases but due to poverty , they lose
their lives! This would have been the case to Emmanuel Mayiga if Wellspring / Medcare, never
existed. Every child has a story to tell and here is Emmanuel’s story as narrated by his mother.”
William George Lubyayi
”Having had three children, I decided to
conceive my fourth child. Emmanuel’s
pregnancy was as normal and at 22 weeks
of pregnancy I start going to the hospital
okunywa eddagala (Antenatal). Since I
had no money I went to a traditional birth
attendant on the 31st December 2014 for
delivery. This is very cheap and, if you don’t
have money, she will give you a loan, which
you pay back. I had a normal delivery and
my child was very normal up to the age of
one month. Then he started crying all the
time. Traditionally we relate that excessive
crying to the failure of naming the child,
so very quickly he was given a name,
Emmanuel - but the crying never stopped.
More complications came: he refused to
breast feed; started convulsing; became
wasted; and eventually his head became
big. I took him to the nearby health
centre and the nurses told me that they
didn’t know what was wrong. Then I took
the child to hospital but they could not
help either. I had no money by that time
and his father told me that he wouldn’t
acknowledge Emmanuel as his son. He
told me to stop looking for any help and
leave the baby to die!
Some ladies in our village told me that
it was a traditional illness that needed
traditional healers. I took him to the healers
but nothing changed. Some people told
me that it was a curse; others said that I
was bewitched during pregnancy but still
I never found a solution. I began hiding

including the hospital upkeep. I thought
I was dreaming but it was the reality. We
spent two weeks in Kitovu and then we
were discharged. I thought that was all for
Emmanuel because he had put on some
weight and looked better. Surprisingly,
doctors from Wellspring were working
with doctors from Kitovu and they gave
me a letter sending me to CURE children’s
hospital in Uganda, where my Emmanuel
was operated on.

“ They saved my son
without asking me for
any money... Now I am
the happiest mother.”
my son in the house, not showing him to
any body because they were all laughing
at me. I had even started feeling ashamed
of him even though he is my son.
Eventually I resorted to the Church. I went
to a convent and asked for prayers. The
sister told me that she had prayed for
many sick children but she had never
seen a case like my son’s. She said, “Being
ignorant about this condition will not
stop me from praying . God will bring
some one who understands this condition
and provide treatment.” I used to go for
prayers every day and one Sunday, as I
had gone to Church, one lady told me that
at Kamutuuza, there is a hospital called
Wellspring with good doctors / nurses. At
times they help poor children with terrible
diseases. At this time, Emmanuel was 4
months. The following morning I walked
to Wellspring where I met the doctors
and nurses as I had been told. Here I was
told my son was suffering from ndya mbi
- meaning poor feeding with amazzi mu
mutwe - Water in the head (Hydrocephalus).
I explained my problem to William who
told me that they would take me to Kitovu
Hospital. I was worried about the costs
but Wellspring met all the hospital bills

- Transform a life today

The joy I have now is because God put
good people near us, people who are
knowledgeable and kind to us. They saved
my son without asking me for any money.
Instead they gave me money all through
the treatment for my son and they are
still treating him and proving a variety of
foods, treatment, care and physiotherapy.
Now I am the happiest mother and to my
surprise, his father will now happily carry
him around the village. Emmanuel was
recently given a chair that will train him to
sit on his own. Thanks to that good person
who thought of building Wellspring and
decided to help our poor children from
dying prematurely. Thanks to the doctors
and nurses at Wellspring who never
despise anybody - instead they welcome
everyone. God bless you all.”
As related by his Mother:
Nankanja Christine, Emmanuel’s Mother

Emmanuel in his special chair

visit www.medcare.org.uk

Child Sponsorship

Fundraising

Events in 2016!
Proposals are being put forward for
various fund raising events in 2016:

Frank

A month of fundraising
for Ugandan children

• “Medcare May” An opportunity

for all our wonderful supporters to
hold their own fund raising event
for Medcare and the children under
our care. The month of May is to
be promoted by Medcare as a time
when everyone can join together
in support of the children by
undertaking different kinds of fund
raising events. Information packs
will be distributed to all who wish
to take part. This is an opportunity
to raise the profile of Medcare and
enable supporters to have fun
holding their own events - large or
small. Explanatory emails will be
sent to all on Medcare’s contact’s
list. Contact us for more details.

Sponsorship of
a child costs
less than £1 per
day, the cost of
a pint of milk!

Mary

Bonfire & Firework
display on 5th November.

•

Proposed

•

An “Allo, Allo” night is organised
for 12th November, to be held in
Norley Village Hall. Details to follow.

•

Possible Carol Concert with
the Manchester Airport Choir in
December.

• Duck Race 2016.
• Table Top Sale 2016.
If you would like to be involved in
helping Medcare raise the funds to
help needy, sick Ugandan children
please contact John at the Medcare
office on 01928 739214 or email

info.medcare@icloud.com

In 2011 it became apparent that there were enormous
needs in the communities for disabled children. As a result
the MDI sponsorship scheme began. Many children’s
lives have been transformed through the sponsorship
schemes. Mary was found at her grandmother’s home at
the age of 11 years. She was a bilateral amputee and had
been abandoned by her family. Now Mary is a very happy,
confident 15 year old, walking on her prostheses and going
to school. She is very caring and helpful at home and will
be encouraged over the next 3 years to find a vocation
which will enable her to become independent and earn her
own living.

Presently there are 12 children urgently requiring sponsorship - 3 MDI and 9 COIN. All
these children are at risk and living in extreme poverty. Sponsorship could transform
and maybe save their lives.
If you would like to sponsor one of these children please contact Pauline on
01928 739214 or email info.medcare@icloud.com

• Piano recital, buffet supper and

charity auction is to take place
in Chester in May. Details will be
emailed to all Medcare supporters.

Child sponsorship began in 2009, starting with 10 children
who were enrolled onto the COIN sponsorship scheme.
Included in the scheme was Frank, an 11 year old orphan
suffering from AIDS and neglect. At the time he was very
small for his age and was very behind in developmental
milestones. Frank has remained small in stature but the
support given to him through COIN has caused him to grow
up into a very confident young man. He has become a tailor
and at the age of 18 years left COIN to earn his own living.
He mentors other young people suffering from AIDS and is
a credit to all those who have cared for him.

A Message from William
The joy I have now is because God answered my prayers of working in a service where
lives can be saved. My prayer was, “Oh Lord, my parents, especially Mum, died when
we were unable to take her to the hospital or buy her at least a paracetamol for her
pains. Make me a Doctor so that I can help poor people to not die miserably and in
pain, like my mother, Amen” Young as she was, she died leaving
her last born, William, uneducated and with no hope of going
to school. It’s today when I remember that prayer, I know it
has come true. From nowhere, people helped me go to
school and finally I became a Musawo (Medic). My first
job after school was at the Wellspring Children’s Medical
Centre, a facility helping poor vulnerable sick children
by providing them with health care, love and other life
giving essentials, hence saving poor lives. Thank you Lord
for making me realize my prayer coming true.
It is very good to save a life. It feels good to see a once
dying child coming back in laughter. I therefore call
upon every body that can to join us and help us save
more lives. I thank those already helping us, you are
heroes! God Bless you.
I remain William George Lubyayi
Sponsorship Scheme Manager, Wellspring Children’s Medical Centre, Uganda.

- Transform a life today

visit www.medcare.org.uk

